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04 RING UP ENERGY SAVINGS 
WITH SMALL CHANGES
Here are some steps you can take to improve your home’s energy efficiency 
and save money on heating your home next winter.

check If you have a warm-air furnace, check your air filter regularly, cleaning 
or changing it when needed. Clogged filters lower furnace efficiency 
by making it overwork to keep you warm; that means higher heating 
bills.

check Apply caulk to close off any air leaks around exterior 
doors and windows. Replace any worn-out door 
weatherstripping.

check Keep curtains and shades open in sun-exposed rooms to 
absorb all that free heat and energy during the day, then 
close them at night to keep the heat in at night.

check When used correctly, a smart programmable thermostat will 
pay for itself in just a short time with the energy savings you can 
achieve. If you choose a Wi-Fi thermostat, you can control your 
home’s temperature from your smartphone. In the winter, the 
recommended thermostat setting is 68°F when you’re at home. 
Dial it down toward the 60°F range when you’re asleep or out of 
the house. Don’t go too low or you risk frozen pipes.

SAVE NOW WITH 
REBATES

Adding value to your home with new heating 
oil equipment is easy and affordable, thanks 

to Michigan rebates that could save you 
$1,000 when you upgrade both your 

heating oil system and heating 
oil storage tank.  

Don’t wait! 
These installation rebates 

for heating oil upgrades 
are available only while 

funds last. To learn more, go to 
UseOilheatMichigan.com and then 
contact your heating oil company.

ABOUT TODAY’S ENERGY PRICES
Entering 2022, energy prices were already high due 
to lingering supply issues and market speculation. 
But prices rose in anticipation of potential 
sanctions on the Russian energy sector in the 
event of an invasion into Ukraine. Then the war 
started and prices surged again. This affected 
prices in all energy sectors and beyond. At the 
same time, pent-up demand post-COVID 
pushed prices even higher.

There’s some reason to be hopeful. 
Just as constrained supply and 
increased demand caused upward 
movement on prices, the reverse 
will be true. It’s just a question 

of when prices will come down. And history is on the side of 
lower energy prices. 

Some people mistakenly think that local fuel companies 
make more money when energy prices are high. 
The opposite is true. It’s like when the price of milk 
or coffee goes up. Your local grocery doesn’t make 
a higher profit. And no one will be happier to see 

falling prices than your local heating oil provider.

If you have questions or concerns, we 
recommend getting in touch with your heating 
oil provider now. They may be able to work out 
a solution with you and help you to navigate 
this winter a little bit easier.



BROUGHT TO YOU BY YOUR OIL COMPANY,  
THE MICHIGAN PETROLEUM ASSOCIATION AND  
THE NATIONAL OILHEAT RESEARCH ALLIANCE

GREEN FUEL FOR THE 
FUTURE CONTINUES 
ITS GROWTH
There is no longer any doubt that Bioheat® fuel — 
a blend of renewable biodiesel and ultra-low sulfur 
heating oil — represents a smart solution for the 
delivery of a better, clean-burning fuel for your home 
and the environment.

Today, more 
than 125 
production 
plants around 
the country make biodiesel. The U.S. biodiesel 
industry produces about three billion gallons of 
biodiesel now.

Transitioning to Bioheat fuel is a win-win situation: 
it’s been proven to reduce emissions because it is 
a low-carbon heating — and it doesn’t require any 
expensive system upgrades in your home.

That’s why the heating oil industry has committed to 
supporting a decarbonization strategy.

In fact, the industry has set broad goals for 
transitioning heating oil supply to higher blends of 
clean-burning, renewable Bioheat fuel.

Reaching a 50% biodiesel blend (B50) by 2030 would 
line up with many of the carbon-reduction targets 
being set by local and state governments.

CARBON EMISSIONS REDUCTION TIMELINE

check 2023 — B20 by 2023 (20% biodiesel) results in a 
14.6% reduction in CO2 emissions.

check 2030 — B50 (50% biodiesel) eliminates 
4.29 million metric tons of carbon.

check 2050 — B100 (100% biodiesel) eliminates 
8.59 million metric tons of carbon.

You can go to MyBioheat.com to read more.

NEW STUDY SHOWS 
VALUE OF SWITCHGRASS 
AS BIOFUEL CROP
New research at Michigan State University 
(MSU) has shown that switchgrass, 
a biofuel crop, can mitigate effects 
of climate change when grown 
on agricultural land of little value. 
For farmers, it may also provide economic 
returns in these otherwise unproductive 
spaces.

The research team was led by Bruno Basso, an 
MSU foundation professor in the departments of 
Earth and Environmental Sciences, and Plant, Soil and 
Microbial Sciences, as well as the W.K. Kellogg Biological Station. 

Basso said the goal of the research project was to examine whether 
marginal lands could be both profitable and environmentally 
conscious, something that would be a victory for everyone involved.

“This shows that some marginal lands lacking nitrogen have 
potential value for biofuel crop production, which is of interest 
to farmers looking to increase profitability and of environmental 
importance by reducing the carbon footprint of the operation,” 
Basso said. 

The research was supported in part by the Great Lakes Bioenergy Research Center; the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s Office of Science, Biological and Environmental Research program; the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture; and MSU AgBioResearch.

Here’s your chance to win a smart 
thermostat! Just read the articles 
in this newsletter and then go to 
UseOilheatMichigan.com/contest 
and answer the three questions 
correctly. If you do, we’ll enter you into 
a drawing to win a smart thermostat! 

No purchase necessary. A purchase will not improve your 
chances of winning. Employees of MPAMACS, its affiliates, 
agencies or vendors may not enter. Winners will be notified 
by email. Drawing will take place on or around 12/30/22.

A SMART 
THERMOSTAT! Win


