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03 CLEAN BIODIESEL IN YOUR 
HOME—AND ON THE ROAD

Biodiesel — the renewable biofuel used in Bioheat 
fuel for home heating — has seen impressive 

technology advances, providing motor fleets 
with reliable performance and savings while 

vastly reducing emissions.

As an example, mechanical engineers 
at the University of Michigan recently 
partnered with General Motors to create 
a renewable diesel vehicle demonstration. 
The renewable diesel fuel used consisted 

of bio-derived hydrocarbons from plant oils 
and animal fats. 

Using 100% renewable hydrocarbon biofuels 
for the demonstration, engineers estimated that 

there was an 80% reduction in the carbon footprint 
over the use of traditional, petroleum-sourced fuels like 

diesel and gasoline.

This research was led by André Boehman, a professor at 
University of Michigan Mechanical Engineering and director of 
the W.E. Lay Automotive Laboratory.

Source: https://news.engin.umich.edu/2021/09/100-renewable-diesel-cars-can-reduce-
carbon-emissions-while-waiting-for-electric-vehicles/

THE PATH TO NET-ZERO 
CARBON EMISSIONS
Not only is today’s heating oil environmentally 
friendly, but it’s also become a vital part of 
America’s mission to achieve net-zero carbon 
emissions within the next few decades. 

Advanced technology has already brought 
us Bioheat® fuel, which is a blend of 
ultra-low-sulfur heating oil and biodiesel. 
Biodiesel is composed of various organic 
products, including vegetable oils, 
animal fats and even algae. New studies 
have shown the viability of using various 
grasses for the production of biodiesel.* 

Biodiesel is a biogenic 
fuel that reduces carbon 
100%. By contrast, when 
fossil fuels that do not contain biodiesel burn, they take 
carbon that was stored in the ground and put it back into the 
atmosphere. 

The combustion of biofuels and other biogenic energy sources 
actually recycles carbon-dioxide emissions through renewable 
plant materials and other biomass feedstocks. That’s why 
you’ll be hearing a lot about net-zero carbon emissions in the 
years ahead. 
*Source: https://biofuels-news.com/news/
biofuels-from-grass-mitigates-global-warming-researchers-reveal/

SWING INTO SPRING WITH BIG SAVINGS
With up to $1,000 in rebates available this 
spring, it’s a great time to upgrade your 
heating oil equipment so you can reduce 
your fuel costs substantially next winter. 
A new high-efficiency oil-fired system can 
save you 30% or more on your annual fuel 
usage. Plus, you’ll receive your rebate 
upfront, at the time of purchase.

Contact your local heating oil company to 
find out more about:

FIRE-ALT a $400 rebate when you install a 
new oil storage tank.

FIRE-ALT a $600 rebate when you install a 
new heating oil boiler or furnace.

FIRE-ALT a $1,000 rebate when you install 
both! 

Please visit UseOilheatMichigan.com 
and click the Consumer Rebates 
button to learn more.
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HIGHER HEATING OIL 
PRICES IMPACT US ALL
Heating oil prices in Michigan — and everywhere 
else — will always ebb and flow because many 
factors come into play. Everything from the weather 
to geopolitics to Wall Street speculators can 
influence the markets and the cost of all energy, 
including heating oil. Supply and demand also play a 
large role.

Consumers sometimes mistakenly believe that 
higher oil prices mean more money for local fuel 
companies. But heating oil companies don’t make 
more money when prices rise — they actually make 
less. It’s very similar to what your local grocery store 
goes through when the price of milk goes up. 

One thing that always pays off no matter what 
happens with prices is to cut your fuel consumption. 
There are many ways you can minimize your 
winter heating bills and maximize your comfort. 
This includes keeping your heating system well-
maintained and then replacing it when your boiler 
or furnace starts wearing out. 

Rest assured, your Michigan heating oil supplier will 
do everything they can to deliver fuel efficiently and 
cost-effectively — no matter the situation. 

If you’re having trouble keeping up with your 
payments, please reach out to your heating oil 
company.

TRUST YOUR COMPANY TO 
COME THROUGH FOR YOU
An independent research study once asked homeowners who heat 
with oil whether they trusted their heating oil company or other 
energy providers more. 

Homeowners chose local heating oil companies by almost a 4-to-1 
margin! Trust is the foundation on which Michigan heating oil 
companies operate, and they are proud to have earned the confidence 
of so many customers.

Most customers also appreciate all of the benefits of heating their 
home with oil. For example:

check The flame in a heating oil system burns hundreds of degrees 
hotter than in other energy systems, which helps keep homes 
toasty warm during our harsh Michigan winters. 

check A storage tank on your property gives you total control of 
your heat energy and comfort. You’re not dependent on aging 
infrastructure that other homes may rely on to supply energy. 

Please visit UseOilheatMichigan.com to learn more about the benefits 
of staying warm with heating oil.

Here’s your chance to win a smart 
thermostat! Just read the articles 
in this newsletter and then go to 
UseOilheatMichigan.com/contest 
and answer the three questions 
correctly. If you do, we’ll enter you in a 
drawing to win a smart thermostat!

No purchase necessary. A purchase will not improve your 
chances of winning. Employees of MPAMACS, its affiliates, 
agencies or vendors may not enter. Winners will be notified 
by email. Drawing will take place on or around 9/15/22.

A SMART 
THERMOSTAT! Win


